
Small Railroads: Big Agenda
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Short Line Industry

 558 “Short Lines”:

 Class III railroads: Revenues < $31.9 M

 Class II railroads: Revenues $31.9 M - $398.7 M

 Switching and Terminal Railroads



Growth of Short Line Route Miles

 More Than  465%  Route Miles Growth Over the Course of 30 Years . . .
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				Total Number of Short Line Partners		Miles Operated by Short Line Partners		Facilities Serviced Solely by Short Line Partners		Total Cars Moved by Short Line Partners

		BNSF		192		22,305		4,495		1,100,000				BNSF

		CN				9,590		1,751						Commodity		Number of RR

		CP		98		9,836		1,908		317,376				Industrial Products		61

		CSX		232		18,765		5,177		970,000				Ag Products		27

		KCS				5,895		994						Coal		7

		NS				16,214		4,696						Dry Box		4
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Original Data

				Miles Operated by Short Line Partners		Facilities Serviced Solely by Short Line Partners		Total Intermodal Traffic on Short Line Partners		Intermodal Unit Trains on Short Line Partners		Total Cars Moved by Short Line Partners				Alabama		Arizona		Arkansas		California		Colorado		Connecticut		Delaware		DC		Florida		Georgia		Idaho		Illinois		Indiana		Iowa		Kansas		Kentucky		Louisiana		Maine		Maryland		Massachusetts		Michigan		Minnesota		Mississippi		Missouri		Montana		Nebraska		Nevada		New Hampshire		New Jersey		New Mexico		New York		North Carolina		North Dakota		Ohio		Oklahoma		Oregon		Pennsylvania		Rhode Island		South Carolina		South Dakota		Tennessee		Texas		Utah		Vermont		Virginia		Washington		West Virginia		Wisconsin		Wyoming

		BNSF		22,305		4,495		1,357,334		359		5,467,258				Alabama		Arizona		Arkansas		California		Colorado												Idaho		Illinois				Iowa		Kansas		Kentucky		Louisiana										Minnesota		Mississippi		Missouri		Montana		Nebraska		Nevada						New Mexico						North Dakota				Oklahoma		Oregon								South Dakota				Texas								Washington				Wisconsin		Wyoming

		CN		9,590		1,751		83,443		116		3,552,495																										Illinois		Indiana		Iowa				Kentucky		Louisiana								Michigan		Minnesota		Mississippi																						Ohio						Pennsylvania								Tennessee														Wisconsin

		CP		9,836		1,908		82,063		99		3,216,238																		DC								Illinois		Indiana						Kentucky						Maryland				Michigan		Minnesota														New Jersey				New York				North Dakota								Pennsylvania																						Wisconsin

		CSX		18,765		5,177		487,085		438		5,196,285				Alabama										Connecticut				DC		Florida		Georgia				Illinois		Indiana						Kentucky		Louisiana				Maryland		Massachusetts		Michigan				Mississippi		Missouri										New Jersey				New York		North Carolina				Ohio						Pennsylvania				South Carolina				Tennessee								Virginia				West Virginia

		KCS		5,895		994		48,705		70		1,421,247				Alabama				Arkansas																		Illinois				Iowa		Kansas				Louisiana												Mississippi		Missouri				Nebraska																		Oklahoma												Tennessee		Texas

		NS		16,214		4,696		423,585		439		5,193,627				Alabama												Delaware				Florida		Georgia				Illinois		Indiana		Iowa				Kentucky		Louisiana		Maine		Maryland		Massachusetts		Michigan				Mississippi		Missouri														New York		North Carolina				Ohio						Pennsylvania				South Carolina				Tennessee		Texas						Virginia				West Virginia

		UP		20,324		4,577		1,356,858		347		5,538,734						Arizona		Arkansas		California		Colorado												Idaho		Illinois				Iowa		Kansas				Louisiana										Minnesota				Missouri		Montana		Nebraska		Nevada						New Mexico										Oklahoma		Oregon										Tennessee		Texas		Utah						Washington						Wyoming

				BNSF		CN		CP		CSX		KCS		NS		UP

				State		State		State		State		State		State		State

		Alabama		Alabama						Alabama		Alabama		Alabama

		Arizona		Arizona												Arizona

		Arkansas		Arkansas								Arkansas				Arkansas

		California		California												California

		Colorado		Colorado												Colorado

		Connecticut								Connecticut

		Delaware												Delaware

		DC						DC		DC

		Florida								Florida				Florida

		Georgia								Georgia				Georgia

		Idaho		Idaho												Idaho

		Illinois		Illinois		Illinois		Illinois		Illinois		Illinois		Illinois		Illinois

		Indiana				Indiana		Indiana		Indiana				Indiana

		Iowa		Iowa		Iowa						Iowa		Iowa		Iowa

		Kansas		Kansas								Kansas				Kansas

		Kentucky		Kentucky		Kentucky		Kentucky		Kentucky				Kentucky

		Louisiana		Louisiana		Louisiana				Louisiana		Louisiana		Louisiana		Louisiana

		Maine												Maine

		Maryland						Maryland		Maryland				Maryland

		Massachusetts								Massachusetts				Massachusetts

		Michigan				Michigan		Michigan		Michigan				Michigan

		Minnesota		Minnesota		Minnesota		Minnesota								Minnesota

		Mississippi		Mississippi		Mississippi				Mississippi		Mississippi		Mississippi

		Missouri		Missouri						Missouri		Missouri		Missouri		Missouri

		Montana		Montana												Montana

		Nebraska		Nebraska								Nebraska				Nebraska

		Nevada		Nevada												Nevada

		New Hampshire

		New Jersey						New Jersey		New Jersey

		New Mexico		New Mexico												New Mexico

		New York						New York		New York				New York

		North Carolina								North Carolina				North Carolina

		North Dakota		North Dakota				North Dakota

		Ohio				Ohio				Ohio				Ohio

		Oklahoma		Oklahoma								Oklahoma				Oklahoma

		Oregon		Oregon												Oregon

		Pennsylvania				Pennsylvania		Pennsylvania		Pennsylvania				Pennsylvania

		Rhode Island

		South Carolina								South Carolina				South Carolina

		South Dakota		South Dakota

		Tennessee				Tennessee				Tennessee		Tennessee		Tennessee		Tennessee

		Texas		Texas								Texas		Texas		Texas

		Utah		Utah												Utah

		Vermont

		Virginia								Virginia				Virginia

		Washington		Washington												Washington

		West Virginia								West Virginia				West Virginia

		Wisconsin		Wisconsin		Wisconsin		Wisconsin

		Wyoming		Wyoming												Wyoming





Work Space

		BNSF

				Statistics												Top Five Commodities & "Other" Category

				Miles		Facilities Total_1RR		Traffic_Total Intermodal		UnitTrains Intermodal		Traffic Total Cars				Commodity		Number of RR

		Total		22,305		4,495		1,357,334		359		5,467,258				Lumber & Wood Products		66

																Farm Products		61

		Responses		171		168		117		171		170				Chemicals		48

		No Response		0		3		54		0		1				Food Products		44

		Zero Response		0		3		106		0		4				Pulp, Paper & Related Products		36

																*Other/Unspecified		50

		CN

				Statistics												Top Five Commodities & "Other" Category

				Miles		Facilities Total_1RR		Traffic_Total Intermodal		UnitTrains Intermodal		Traffic Total Cars				Commodity		Number of RR

		Total		9,590		1,751		83,443		116		3,552,495				Chemicals		26

																Farm Products		22

		Responses		53		52		25		53		53				Lumber & Wood Products		22

		No Response		0		1		28		0		0				Coal		16

		Zero Response		0		0		20		0		0				Pulp, Paper & Related Products		15

																*Other/Unspecified		21

		CP

				Statistics												Top Five Commodities & "Other" Category

				Miles		Facilities Total_1RR		Traffic_Total Intermodal		UnitTrains Intermodal		Traffic Total Cars				Commodity		Number of RR

		Total		9,836		1,908		82,063		99		3,216,238				Farm Products		25

																Lumber & Wood Products		21

		Responses		46		44		24		46		46				Chemicals		20

		No Response		0		2		22		0		0				Food Products		18

		Zero Response		0		0		22		0		1				Primary Metal Products		17

																*Other/Unspecified		14

		CSX

				Statistics												Top Five Commodities & "Other" Category

				Miles		Facilities Total_1RR		Traffic_Total Intermodal		UnitTrains Intermodal		Traffic Total Cars				Commodity		Number of RR

		Total		18,765		5,177		487,085		438		5,196,285				Lumber & Wood Products		75

																Chemicals		74

		Responses		206		200		115		205		204				Farm Products		57

		No Response		0		6		91		1		2				Primary Metal Products		50

		Zero Response		0		3		104		0		4				Pulp, Paper & Related Products		45

																*Other/Unspecified		52

		KCS

				Statistics												Top Five Commodities & "Other" Category

				Miles		Facilities Total_1RR		Traffic_Total Intermodal		UnitTrains Intermodal		Traffic Total Cars				Commodity		Number of RR

		Total		5,895		994		48,705		70		1,421,247				Lumber & Wood Products		16

																Chemicals		14

		Responses		33		33		15		33		33				Farm Products		12

		No Response		0		0		18		0		0				Pulp, Paper & Related Products		11

		Zero Response		0		0		12		0		0				Food Products		8

																*Other/Unspecified		13

		NS

				Statistics												Top Five Commodities & "Other" Category

				Miles		Facilities Total_1RR		Traffic_Total Intermodal		UnitTrains Intermodal		Traffic Total Cars				Commodity		Number of RR

		Total		16,214		4,696		423,585		439		5,193,627				Lumber & Wood Products		76

																Chemicals		65

		Responses		208		202		110		207		206				Farm Products		56

		No Response		0		6		98		1		2				Primary Metal Products		51

		Zero Response		0		2		100		0		1				Plastic Materials & Synthetic Resin		47

																*Other/Unspecified		47

		UP

				Statistics												Top Five Commodities & "Other" Category

				Miles		Facilities Total_1RR		Traffic_Total Intermodal		UnitTrains Intermodal		Traffic Total Cars				Commodity		Number of RR

		Total		20,324		4,577		1,356,858		347		5,538,734				Lumber & Wood Products		73

																Farm Products		57

		Responses		166		164		114		166		165				Chemicals		50

		No Response		0		2		52		0		1				Food Products		49

		Zero Response		0		5		104		0		2				Primary Metal Products		38

																*Other/Unspecified		51





		BNSF						BNSF

		Commodity		Number of RR				Commodity		Number of RR

		Lumber & Wood Products		66				Lumber & Wood Products		66

		Farm Products		61				Farm Products		61

		Chemicals		48				Chemicals		48

		Food Products		44				Food Products		44

		Pulp, Paper & Related Products		36				Pulp, Paper & Related Products		36

		*Other/Unspecified		50				*Other/Unspecified		50

		CN						CN

		Commodity		Number of RR				Commodity		Number of RR

		Chemicals		26				Chemicals		26

		Farm Products		22				Farm Products		22

		Lumber & Wood Products		22				Lumber & Wood Products		22

		Coal		16				Coal		16

		Pulp, Paper & Related Products		15				Pulp, Paper & Related Products		15

		*Other/Unspecified		21				*Other/Unspecified		21

		CP						CP

		Commodity		Number of RR				Commodity		Number of RR

		Farm Products		25				Farm Products		25

		Lumber & Wood Products		21				Lumber & Wood Products		21

		Chemicals		20				Chemicals		20

		Food Products		18				Food Products		18

		Primary Metal Products		17				Primary Metal Products		17

		*Other/Unspecified		14				*Other/Unspecified		14

		CSX						CSX

		Commodity		Number of RR				Commodity		Number of RR

		Lumber & Wood Products		75				Lumber & Wood Products		75

		Chemicals		74				Chemicals		74

		Farm Products		57				Farm Products		57

		Primary Metal Products		50				Primary Metal Products		50

		Pulp, Paper & Related Products		45				Pulp, Paper & Related Products		45

		*Other/Unspecified		52				*Other/Unspecified		52

		KCS						KCS

		Commodity		Number of RR				Commodity		Number of RR

		Lumber & Wood Products		16				Lumber & Wood Products		16

		Chemicals		14				Chemicals		14

		Farm Products		12				Farm Products		12

		Pulp, Paper & Related Products		11				Pulp, Paper & Related Products		11

		Food Products		8				Food Products		8

		*Other/Unspecified		13				*Other/Unspecified		13

		NS						NS

		Commodity		Number of RR				Commodity		Number of RR

		Lumber & Wood Products		76				Lumber & Wood Products		76

		Chemicals		65				Chemicals		65

		Farm Products		56				Farm Products		56

		Primary Metal Products		51				Primary Metal Products		51

		Plastic Materials & Synthetic Resin		47				Plastic Materials & Synthetic Resin		47

		*Other/Unspecified		47				*Other/Unspecified		47

		UP						UP

		Commodity		Number of RR				Commodity		Number of RR

		Lumber & Wood Products		73				Lumber & Wood Products		73

		Farm Products		57				Farm Products		57

		Chemicals		50				Chemicals		50

		Food Products		49				Food Products		49

		Primary Metal Products		38				Primary Metal Products		38

		*Other/Unspecified		51				*Other/Unspecified		51







Class I Railroads vs. Number of Short Lines
(Short Lines can interchange with more than one Class I)

Class I Number of Short 
Lines

BNSF 190

CN 19

CP 9

CSX 254

KCS 14

NS 256

UP 223



Short Lines vs. Class I Interchanges

Over 300 Short Line Railroads Have More Than One Class I Connection
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				Total Number of Short Line Partners		Miles Operated by Short Line Partners		Facilities Serviced Solely by Short Line Partners		Total Cars Moved by Short Line Partners

		BNSF		192		22,305		4,495		1,100,000				BNSF

		CN				9,590		1,751						Commodity		Number of RR

		CP		98		9,836		1,908		317,376				Industrial Products		61

		CSX		232		18,765		5,177		970,000				Ag Products		27
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Original Data

				Miles Operated by Short Line Partners		Facilities Serviced Solely by Short Line Partners		Total Intermodal Traffic on Short Line Partners		Intermodal Unit Trains on Short Line Partners		Total Cars Moved by Short Line Partners				Alabama		Arizona		Arkansas		California		Colorado		Connecticut		Delaware		DC		Florida		Georgia		Idaho		Illinois		Indiana		Iowa		Kansas		Kentucky		Louisiana		Maine		Maryland		Massachusetts		Michigan		Minnesota		Mississippi		Missouri		Montana		Nebraska		Nevada		New Hampshire		New Jersey		New Mexico		New York		North Carolina		North Dakota		Ohio		Oklahoma		Oregon		Pennsylvania		Rhode Island		South Carolina		South Dakota		Tennessee		Texas		Utah		Vermont		Virginia		Washington		West Virginia		Wisconsin		Wyoming

		BNSF		22,305		4,495		1,357,334		359		5,467,258				Alabama		Arizona		Arkansas		California		Colorado												Idaho		Illinois				Iowa		Kansas		Kentucky		Louisiana										Minnesota		Mississippi		Missouri		Montana		Nebraska		Nevada						New Mexico						North Dakota				Oklahoma		Oregon								South Dakota				Texas								Washington				Wisconsin		Wyoming

		CN		9,590		1,751		83,443		116		3,552,495																										Illinois		Indiana		Iowa				Kentucky		Louisiana								Michigan		Minnesota		Mississippi																						Ohio						Pennsylvania								Tennessee														Wisconsin

		CP		9,836		1,908		82,063		99		3,216,238																		DC								Illinois		Indiana						Kentucky						Maryland				Michigan		Minnesota														New Jersey				New York				North Dakota								Pennsylvania																						Wisconsin

		CSX		18,765		5,177		487,085		438		5,196,285				Alabama										Connecticut				DC		Florida		Georgia				Illinois		Indiana						Kentucky		Louisiana				Maryland		Massachusetts		Michigan				Mississippi		Missouri										New Jersey				New York		North Carolina				Ohio						Pennsylvania				South Carolina				Tennessee								Virginia				West Virginia

		KCS		5,895		994		48,705		70		1,421,247				Alabama				Arkansas																		Illinois				Iowa		Kansas				Louisiana												Mississippi		Missouri				Nebraska																		Oklahoma												Tennessee		Texas

		NS		16,214		4,696		423,585		439		5,193,627				Alabama												Delaware				Florida		Georgia				Illinois		Indiana		Iowa				Kentucky		Louisiana		Maine		Maryland		Massachusetts		Michigan				Mississippi		Missouri														New York		North Carolina				Ohio						Pennsylvania				South Carolina				Tennessee		Texas						Virginia				West Virginia

		UP		20,324		4,577		1,356,858		347		5,538,734						Arizona		Arkansas		California		Colorado												Idaho		Illinois				Iowa		Kansas				Louisiana										Minnesota				Missouri		Montana		Nebraska		Nevada						New Mexico										Oklahoma		Oregon										Tennessee		Texas		Utah						Washington						Wyoming

				BNSF		CN		CP		CSX		KCS		NS		UP

				State		State		State		State		State		State		State

		Alabama		Alabama						Alabama		Alabama		Alabama

		Arizona		Arizona												Arizona

		Arkansas		Arkansas								Arkansas				Arkansas

		California		California												California

		Colorado		Colorado												Colorado

		Connecticut								Connecticut

		Delaware												Delaware

		DC						DC		DC

		Florida								Florida				Florida

		Georgia								Georgia				Georgia

		Idaho		Idaho												Idaho

		Illinois		Illinois		Illinois		Illinois		Illinois		Illinois		Illinois		Illinois

		Indiana				Indiana		Indiana		Indiana				Indiana

		Iowa		Iowa		Iowa						Iowa		Iowa		Iowa

		Kansas		Kansas								Kansas				Kansas

		Kentucky		Kentucky		Kentucky		Kentucky		Kentucky				Kentucky

		Louisiana		Louisiana		Louisiana				Louisiana		Louisiana		Louisiana		Louisiana

		Maine												Maine

		Maryland						Maryland		Maryland				Maryland

		Massachusetts								Massachusetts				Massachusetts

		Michigan				Michigan		Michigan		Michigan				Michigan

		Minnesota		Minnesota		Minnesota		Minnesota								Minnesota

		Mississippi		Mississippi		Mississippi				Mississippi		Mississippi		Mississippi

		Missouri		Missouri						Missouri		Missouri		Missouri		Missouri

		Montana		Montana												Montana

		Nebraska		Nebraska								Nebraska				Nebraska

		Nevada		Nevada												Nevada

		New Hampshire

		New Jersey						New Jersey		New Jersey

		New Mexico		New Mexico												New Mexico

		New York						New York		New York				New York

		North Carolina								North Carolina				North Carolina

		North Dakota		North Dakota				North Dakota

		Ohio				Ohio				Ohio				Ohio

		Oklahoma		Oklahoma								Oklahoma				Oklahoma

		Oregon		Oregon												Oregon

		Pennsylvania				Pennsylvania		Pennsylvania		Pennsylvania				Pennsylvania

		Rhode Island

		South Carolina								South Carolina				South Carolina

		South Dakota		South Dakota

		Tennessee				Tennessee				Tennessee		Tennessee		Tennessee		Tennessee

		Texas		Texas								Texas		Texas		Texas

		Utah		Utah												Utah

		Vermont

		Virginia								Virginia				Virginia

		Washington		Washington												Washington

		West Virginia								West Virginia				West Virginia

		Wisconsin		Wisconsin		Wisconsin		Wisconsin

		Wyoming		Wyoming												Wyoming
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		BNSF

				Statistics												Top Five Commodities & "Other" Category

				Miles		Facilities Total_1RR		Traffic_Total Intermodal		UnitTrains Intermodal		Traffic Total Cars				Commodity		Number of RR

		Total		22,305		4,495		1,357,334		359		5,467,258				Lumber & Wood Products		66

																Farm Products		61

		Responses		171		168		117		171		170				Chemicals		48

		No Response		0		3		54		0		1				Food Products		44

		Zero Response		0		3		106		0		4				Pulp, Paper & Related Products		36

																*Other/Unspecified		50

		CN

				Statistics												Top Five Commodities & "Other" Category

				Miles		Facilities Total_1RR		Traffic_Total Intermodal		UnitTrains Intermodal		Traffic Total Cars				Commodity		Number of RR

		Total		9,590		1,751		83,443		116		3,552,495				Chemicals		26

																Farm Products		22

		Responses		53		52		25		53		53				Lumber & Wood Products		22

		No Response		0		1		28		0		0				Coal		16

		Zero Response		0		0		20		0		0				Pulp, Paper & Related Products		15

																*Other/Unspecified		21

		CP

				Statistics												Top Five Commodities & "Other" Category

				Miles		Facilities Total_1RR		Traffic_Total Intermodal		UnitTrains Intermodal		Traffic Total Cars				Commodity		Number of RR

		Total		9,836		1,908		82,063		99		3,216,238				Farm Products		25

																Lumber & Wood Products		21

		Responses		46		44		24		46		46				Chemicals		20

		No Response		0		2		22		0		0				Food Products		18

		Zero Response		0		0		22		0		1				Primary Metal Products		17

																*Other/Unspecified		14

		CSX

				Statistics												Top Five Commodities & "Other" Category

				Miles		Facilities Total_1RR		Traffic_Total Intermodal		UnitTrains Intermodal		Traffic Total Cars				Commodity		Number of RR

		Total		18,765		5,177		487,085		438		5,196,285				Lumber & Wood Products		75

																Chemicals		74

		Responses		206		200		115		205		204				Farm Products		57

		No Response		0		6		91		1		2				Primary Metal Products		50

		Zero Response		0		3		104		0		4				Pulp, Paper & Related Products		45

																*Other/Unspecified		52

		KCS

				Statistics												Top Five Commodities & "Other" Category

				Miles		Facilities Total_1RR		Traffic_Total Intermodal		UnitTrains Intermodal		Traffic Total Cars				Commodity		Number of RR

		Total		5,895		994		48,705		70		1,421,247				Lumber & Wood Products		16

																Chemicals		14

		Responses		33		33		15		33		33				Farm Products		12

		No Response		0		0		18		0		0				Pulp, Paper & Related Products		11

		Zero Response		0		0		12		0		0				Food Products		8

																*Other/Unspecified		13

		NS

				Statistics												Top Five Commodities & "Other" Category

				Miles		Facilities Total_1RR		Traffic_Total Intermodal		UnitTrains Intermodal		Traffic Total Cars				Commodity		Number of RR

		Total		16,214		4,696		423,585		439		5,193,627				Lumber & Wood Products		76

																Chemicals		65

		Responses		208		202		110		207		206				Farm Products		56

		No Response		0		6		98		1		2				Primary Metal Products		51

		Zero Response		0		2		100		0		1				Plastic Materials & Synthetic Resin		47

																*Other/Unspecified		47

		UP

				Statistics												Top Five Commodities & "Other" Category

				Miles		Facilities Total_1RR		Traffic_Total Intermodal		UnitTrains Intermodal		Traffic Total Cars				Commodity		Number of RR

		Total		20,324		4,577		1,356,858		347		5,538,734				Lumber & Wood Products		73

																Farm Products		57

		Responses		166		164		114		166		165				Chemicals		50

		No Response		0		2		52		0		1				Food Products		49

		Zero Response		0		5		104		0		2				Primary Metal Products		38

																*Other/Unspecified		51
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Historically

 Coal

 Farm Products

 Minerals & Ores

 Chemicals

 Metal Products

 Pulp, Paper, Lumber

 Food Products

Short Line Commodities

Dec 2014 – Dec 2015

 Chemicals 8.7%

 Intermodal 0.4%

 Aggregates 11.5% 

 Grain 15.1%

 Coal 16.2%

 Paper Products 1.6%

 Metal Products 20.4%



Rail Industry Carloads 

Class I's – Short Line Traffic Only – Available Data

RR H1 2012 H1 2013 Variance

BNSF 609,756 684,472 +12.3%

CN 109,104 119,274 +9.3%

CSX 392,548 403,989 +2.9%

NS 516,659 528,963 +2.4%

UP     774,485 825,076 +6.5%



Class  II / III  Annual Financial  Slice

Revenues: $3.3+ Billion 

Capital Expenditures:  $920+ Million 

Maintenance Expenditures:$800+  Million

Federal Tax Credits 2004 – 2013:  

$1.5B in infrastructure and equipment

Federal, State and Local Taxes of $410+ Million



Source of Funds
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ASLRRA’s  Mission

 Represents Interests of Small 
Railroads Before:

 Congress

 Federal Agencies

 Class I Railroads

 State & Federal Courts (Amicus) 
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