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Recap of Section 130 Webinars 
and Case Study



Past Section 130 Webinars
• COI Webinar, Getting the Most from Your Section 130 Program, 

May 16, 2017

• COI Webinar, Section 130 Funding, Part II, Answers to Frequently 
Asked Questions, May 18, 2018     

http://shrp2.transportation.org/Pages/R16_Commu
nityofInterest.aspx



Case Studies
• Leveraging Section 130 Funding through Railroad-DOT Mitigation 

Strategies (R16)
– Michigan DOT’s Section 130 Program
– Section 130 Funding Eligibility
– Key Strategies to Improve Section 130 Project Delivery

http://shrp2.transportation.org/Documents/Renewal/R1
6%20Section%20130%20Case%20Study%20Final.pdf



Key Strategies to Improve Section 130 
Project Delivery

• Begin to coordinate at the project concept or early 
planning stage, 
– horizontal or vertical constraints on the railroad 

right-of-way or 
– that may be contemplated to interfere even briefly 

with train operations.

• Have one DOT and railroad central point of contact 
empowered to coordinate highway and railroad 
project issues. 



Key Strategies to Improve Section 130 
Project Delivery

• Use standard designs and legal agreements whenever possible.

• Adopt master agreements in which both parties agree to 
standard provisions within all projects to streamline the project 
agreement process to ensure that conditions or railroad 
activities haven’t changed.

• Schedule regular review meetings in which both sides review 
successes and issues

• Hold preconstruction meetings so that the contractors, highway 
agencies, utilities, and railroads have common expectations for 
the construction project.



Key Strategies to Improve Section 130 
Project Delivery

• Conduct formal crossing diagnostics on an annual 
basis with DOT, regulators, and railroad personnel.

• Conduct safety-related communications and outreach 
to communities.

• Replace at-grade crossings with grade-separation 
structures; close crossings where appropriate.

• Develop MOU for to address programming of 
multiple projects along a corridor



Section 130 Program Overview



Fatalities at Crossings & Funding
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FAST Act Funding

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

$350 M* $230 M $235 M $240 M $245 M 

*Includes a one-time increase to $350 million from the FY 2016 
Omnibus bill passed on December 18, 2015



Funding
Overall

HSIP
Section 

130
Cumulative           

MAP-21 + FAST Act 82.4% 59.3%

National Obligation Rates 
Through the end of FY 2017
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Obligation Rates by State
Cumulative MAP-21 & FAST Act 

through end of FY 2017

Also posted online at:
https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/hsip/gen_info/slorhsip/









FHWA-FRA Partnering Efforts

• Published Model grade crossing action plan
• FRA upcoming regulation to develop or update a 

State Action Plan.  FAST Act allows Section 130 
funding for State Action Plans

• Upcoming new Highway-Rail Crossings Handbook, 
3rd Edition

• Continual coordination to provide additional tools 
and resources



Highway-Railway 
Grade Crossing 
Action Plan and 
Project 
Prioritization 
Noteworthy 
Practices Guide,
FHWA-FRA Joint 
Project, published 
November, 2016
www.fra.dot.gov/eLib/
details/L18430



Section 130 Program Updates

What’s New
&

Coming Soon!



Recent Updates

• States submitted their annual Railway-
Highway Crossing Program reports August 
31 to FHWA on the progress being made to 
implement Section 130 and the 
effectiveness of the improvements

• These will be used to prepare the next 
Biennial Report to Congress in 2020
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Joint Webinars
• FHWA & FRA jointly sponsored
• Quarterly
• Discuss highway-rail grade crossing issues, 

tools and strategies to enhance safety
• Previous webinar recordings available

https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/hsip/xings/

• Next Joint Webinar:  
Thursday November 1, 2018
Quiet Zones



Updated Webpages
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Rail-Highway Crossings Program (Section 
130) Questions & Answers

https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/legislationandpolicy/fas
t/xing_qa.cfm

Obligation rates now available!!
https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/hsip/gen_info/slorhsip/



FHWA Railway-Highway Crossings Program 
(Section 130) Webpage 
http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/xings/



• Highway-Rail Crossing Handbook, 3rd Edition
• Federal Aid Essentials Video on Section 130
• NHI Training Course Updates
• Additional Noteworthy Practices highlighting 

State DOT and local agency case studies
• Increased FHWA & FRA Partnering (training, 

technical assistance, tools)

Coming in the next year…



Thank you!
Contact:

Jessica Rich
FHWA Tennessee Division

jessica.rich@dot.gov
615-781-5788

Kelly Morton
FHWA Office of Safety
kelly.morton@dot.gov

602-382-8976

New R16 Product Lead
Katie Hulbert

FHWA Office of Infrastructure
kathleen.hulbert@dot.gov

202-809-4758 


