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Presentation Notes
Natural Bridge of Alabama:  148 feet sandstone bridge, towers 60 feet above winding pathways.It is the longest natural bridge east of the Rockies.It is located on the town of “Natural Bridge” at the south west edge of Winston County.



LYNDI D. BLACKBURN, P.E. 
ASSISTANT MATERIALS AND TESTS ENGINEER 

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
BUREAU OF MATERIALS AND TESTS 
 



ADMISSION TO STATEHOOD 
 

December 14, 1819 
22nd State 

DEMOGRAPHICS 

POPULATION 
 

4,849,377 
Rank 23 of 50 

TOTAL AREA 
 

52,423 square miles 

 
Land Area:  50,750 square miles 
Water Area:  1,673 square miles CAPITAL CITY 

 
Montgomery 

HIGHEST POINT 
 

Cheaha Mountain 
2,407 feet 

MOTTO 
 

Audemus jura nostra defendere 
We dare defend our  rights 

NICKNAME 
 

Heart of Dixie 
Yellowhammer State 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Alabama is located in the southeastern region of the United States.  It is bordered by Tennessee to the north, Georgia to the East, Florida and the Gulf of Mexico to the south, and Mississippi to the west. TRUE HEART OF DIXIE – 1st WHITE HOUSE OF THE CONFEDERACYBIRTH OF CIVIL RIGHTSAlabama is the 30th most extensive and the 23rd most populous of the 50 United States.At 1,300 miles, Alabama has one of the longest navigable inland waterways in the nation.



JOHNSTONE JUNONIA 

ALABAMA STATE FACTS 

YELLOWHAMMER 

STATE SEAL 

STATE FLAG 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Alabama has a State Fresh Water Fish (Largemouth Bass) and a State Saltwater Fish (Fighting Tarpon).Besides a State Flower, State Bird, and State Tree Alabama has State Wildflower, State Shell, and State Buterfly



ALABAMA ROADS 
[VALUE] 

7% 

[VALUE] 
25% 

[VALUE] 
68% 

INTERSTATE
US
ALABAMA
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Presentation Notes
These are total road miles not lane miles



ROAD MILES UNDER STATE OVERSIGHT 

 

BITUMINOUS 
10,689.564 

CONCRETE 
148.405 

UNPAVED 
12.483 

TOTAL ROAD 
MILES 

10,850.452 BY SURFACE 
TYPE 

2014 DATA 



TOTAL CONSTRUCTION BUDGET 
2014 

$ 907,115,921.55 
(AWARDED CONTRACTS) 



ALABAMA EXPERIENCE WITH 
PERFORMANCE SPECIFICATIONS 

 Previous experience with performance specifications –  

 Semi-performance 

 Structural Concrete 

 Soil Cement Base 

 FDR 

 Performance 

 Asphalt Pavements 

 Soil Nail Walls 

 Brief description of 2015 R07 Proposal to develop Performance Specifications 



Developing Performance Specifications 

 Lack of experience with performance specifications within the DOT  

 Three Specification Writers 

 The want to tell the contractor what to do. – Sometimes its not a bad thing. 

 Continual Process 

 Lack of True Predictive Testing for Long Term Performance 

 Buy-in by other both up the ladder and down the ladder 

 



OTHER MISSING TOPICS 
 State Barriers 

 Rideability – Mean Roughness Index (1 year pilot program) 

 Short term and long term goals 
 Both are needed. 

 Three or so areas/items/or whatever regarding the needs to advance 
performance specification 
 Understanding that implementation of performance specifications cross the silos 

within a DOT. 

 Training is involved at all levels for implementation of a performance specification. 

 In some cases you are changing the “way we’ve always done things”. 

 Implementation starts with support from the top. 



10 STRANGE LAWS IN ALABAMA 
1. It is illegal for a driver to be blindfolded while operating a vehicle. 

2. Putting salt on a railroad track may be punishable by death. 

3. It is legal to drive the wrong way down a one-way street if you have a lantern attached to 
the front of your automobile. 

4. You may not have an ice cream cone in your back pocket at any time. 

5. Bear wrestling is prohibited.  

6. In Montgomery, it is illegal to open an umbrella on a street because it might scare the 
horses.  

7. It is illegal to dress up as a priest on Halloween. 

8. Dominoes must not be played on Sundays. 

9. If an animal control officer is in uniform, it indicates to the public he’s a control officer 

10. Some Counties are still Dry. 
 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sunset in Alabama:  Alabama’s coastal area includes 607 miles of shoreline along the Gulf of Mexico, bays and inlets with over 400,000 acres of estuaries  (where the rivers meet the sea).One Last Bit of Trivia – The Coon Dog Cemetery for Champions is located in North Alabama.
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