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• It’s not about just building a bridge

• It’s about providing transportation 
infrastructure that facilitates travel and 
commerce

• “I don’t have warehouses anymore”

• Time is Money

Why Are We Here ?

National Prefabricated Bridge Elements & Systems Conference
St. Louis, February 2003



How Did We Get Here ?



P(s)BES History



PreFabricated Steel Bridge

3750’ – 9 days

Coleman Bridge 
1995



Where Does Industry Fit ?
• Support role to DOTs to satisfy the customer’s 

demand
– Committee work; specs & standards development
– New products / details
– Technology transfer (P2P)
– Marketing - visibility / credibility



Where Does Industry Fit ?
• Develop new products/details to facilitate ABC

• Develop new suppliers Lake Placid 2002



New Products / Details

I93fast14, 2011



New Products / Details



New Products / Details



New Products / Details



Multiple Spans – Simple Support



Link Slab – Simple Support



Creating Continuity



Creating Continuity
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New Products / Details



New Specifications



Technology Transfer
With experience and 
education – cost premium 
will come down



NSBA ABC Recognition



The Challenge

• Speed costs Money

• Public will Support

• Public awareness 
programs



The Challenge



With experience and 
education – cost premium 
will come down

The Challenge



The Future

•“The design is inappropriate, but mostly we are concerned about 
the fact that it will take so long to build. 

•While a simpler bridge that is built off-site could just be brought 
in by barge and probably be finished in less than a year, they are 
saying that this will take three years.” 

• City Island Civic Association vice president 



• When do we take the A out of ABC?

The Future



Another Kind of ABC
• Bridges 2 Prosperity



Thank you

• Bill McEleney
– 401.943.5660
– mceleney@steelbridges.org

• National Steel Bridge Alliance
– www.steelbridges.org





Who’s Buyin’
• Departments of Transportation; on behalf of 

their customers – tax paying motorists
…who didn’t know they needed it, until 

they saw it could be done



• Develop new suppliers

Where Does Industry Fit ?



Creating the Continuity
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